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WELCOME FROM CHAIR
b y  S e V e r a  D o w e

This  year  marks the 35th anniversary of  the Black Cathol ic  

Advisory Circle 's  v is ion here in  the Archdiocese of  Seatt le .   

Known by several  names,  we remain the same,  committed to 

the advocacy,  educat ion,  empowerment,  and evangel izat ion 

of  Cathol ics .   I  have supported and served this  group as i ts  

steward and joined many current  and past  members who are 

passionate about  our  culture and fai th.   

For  the past  35 years  and most  recently  during the pandemic,  

we have had to grow and pivot  into a  body of  soldiers  

advocat ing for  a  voice at  the table where decis ions are made 

that  af fect  us as  Black Cathol ics .   Over  the years ,  we have 

been able to see a  t ransformation with the support  of  our  

partner  par ishes,  the Clergy,  and our  Archbishop.   Al l  of  

whom recognize the cal l  to  heal ing and wholeness in  the 

Cathol ic  Church.

I t  is  my hope that  as  the Church continues to move forward,  

the Black Cathol ic  Advisory Circle  wi l l  cont inue to be a 

beacon of  l ight  for  non-Blacks and those of  Afr ican descent .   

We look forward to another  35 years  of  bui lding br idges so 

that  heal ing and progress can take place.  
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For the first time in its 32-year history, the Joint Conference 
of Black Catholic clergy, religious, and seminarians held the 
Joint Conference on the University of Notre Dame campus 
from July 24 to 28, 2022. With the theme of “Walk Together 
Children,” taken from an African American hymn, the focus 
of the conference was on healing for the ministers and 
examining ways to heal others. Issues that were of focus 
were evangelization, systemic racism, sainthood, and 
vocations.

This event was the joining of four organizations: The 
National Black Sisters Conference (NBSC); the National Black 
Catholic Clergy Caucus (NBCCC); the National Association of 
Black Catholic Deacons  (NABCD) and their wives; and the 
National Black Catholic Seminarians Association (NBCSA).

Deacon Mel Tardy, President of the National Black Catholic 
Clergy Caucus and Associate Advising Professor at Notre 
Dame, welcomed his religious colleagues with excitement 
and praise for the courage to come to this in-person event. 
Joining Deacon Joseph Connor, President of the National 
Association of Black Catholic Deacons, were his wife Barbara 
and Deacon Carl Chilo from the Archdiocese of Seattle.

The conference included an opening reception on Sunday, 
July 24; an opening Mass on Monday, July 25, at the Basilica 
of the Sacred Heart; and a Harambee closing banquet on 
Thursday, July 28. The opening Mass was celebrated by Most 
Reverent Shelton Fabre, Archbishop of Louisville, and 
attended by Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades of the Diocese of Fort 
Wayne-South Bend, Indiana.

Coming together collectively in joint meetings of the 
organizations and social gatherings was joyful and affirming, 
while individual organizations met in meetings to focus on 
their respective vocations and organizational missions.

Joining the attendees at Mass were Black Catholics from the 
Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend and the Black Catholic 
Advisory Board as well as the Tolton Ambassadors.

Contributed by Barbara Connor

JOINT CONFERENCE OF BLACK CATHOLIC CLERGY

Bishop Fabre, Deacon Mel Tardy 
and a Seminarian

Deacon Joseph Connor

Deacon Anderson and 
Deacon Carl Chilo
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Fr. Augustus Tolton is the first African American 
priest in the United States and is now being 
considered for sainthood by the Vatican. From 
his dramatic escape from slavery to his 
courageous struggle in the face of prejudice, Fr. 
Tolton’s inspiring life centers around the
message of reconciliation, hope and 
demonstrates Jesus’ all-encompassing love all in 
this one-man multimedia performance. The 
performance is filled with all the elements of 
professional theater, runs 75 minutes and is 
suitable for ages 10 and up. 
 
“That they may be one.” (Gospel of John 17:22) 
Let’s come together as one to learn about the 
life of Fr. Tolton who experienced rejection from 
many people within the church but always kept 
his eyes fixed on Jesus Christ. He treated 
everyone with charity and extended an 
invitation to everyone to be united in the love of 
God. The courageous way that Fr. Tolton lived 
this central element of Catholicism is one of the 
reasons he is now being considered for 
canonization as a saint.

Tolton: From Slave to Priest Performances
Tuesday, November 15th - 7pm - Marge Bradburn 
Theater - Bishop Blanchet High School, Seattle, WA

Wednesday, November 16th - 6pm - St. Andrew 
Catholic Church, Sumner, WA

Friday, November 18th - 7pm - St. Stephen the Martyr 
Catholic Church, Renton, WA

Saturday, November 19th - 7pm - Pigott Auditorium 
- Seattle University (in association with Immaculate 
Conception Church) - Seattle, WA

Sunday, November 20th - 3pm - Mary Queen of 
Peace Catholic Church - Sammamish, WA

Seatt le University  
Pigott  Auditor ium

901 12th Avenue Seatt le ,  WA 
Nov.  19,  2022,  7:00 pm 

 
Sponsored by 

Immaculate Conception Church
Black Catholic Advisory Circle
Seatt le University 's  Campus Ministry

Seatt le University 's  Inst i tute for Cathol ic  
Thought and Culture.  

For more information go to Seatt le 
University  Campus Ministry

campusministry@seattleu.edu.
 

mailto:campusministry@seattleu.edu


Malcolm Xavier Nelson is a young African American male school leader in the Catholic Community. He is 
currently the Principal at St. Therese Catholic Academy. The Black Catholic Advisory Circle is highlighting this 
school leader’s journey from a St. Therese scholar to the current Principal of St. Therese Catholic Academy.
This interview is the first in a 3-part series.

What made you want to become a teacher, particularly in a Catholic School?
I believe my initial desire to become a teacher was growing up the youngest. I had five older siblings and I always 
felt that I could be a great role model to younger siblings if I had any. That drive to be a positive leader fueled my 
goals of education. I chose a Catholic school because I was raised in the faith-filled community of St. Therese. All 
of the families that attended school here with me, I knew as caring and loving, and I believe my parents did as 
well. I wanted to be a part of that community as an adult.

What are you most proud of in your journey from teacher to Principal and what do you hope you can offer to 
your school? What excites you about your job as Principal?
I believe I am most proud of achieving my goal set for myself when I was 10 years old. At 10, I knew I wanted to be 
a teacher, and later a school administrator. I am blessed to be living out that dream. Better yet, I knew I wanted 
both of those accomplishments to happen at St. Therese. The main reason I am proud of that goal is that my 
conversations with my students hit a little different when I can say, “You can achieve your goals.” Additionally, 
for my young students to see me, a black man, in charge, acknowledges the fact that they too, can be in charge of 
whatever business or occupation they choose in life.

How does your religion and faith intersect with education? What is most significant about your relationship 
with Catholicism as an African American?
I believe that education can have a broad term surrounding it. I chose to work at a Catholic school because I 
believe the most important piece of education above all things is the love Jesus has for all of us. The reason I 
start there is that education can lend itself to higher education and so forth. There will be many students who 
choose a different path than college, and thus the marker of a great education must be defined earlier than how 
much  schooling you complete. My religion and faith intersect with education because I believe learning how to 
treat one another as Jesus would for us, is the greatest lesson we all struggle with. As an African American 
Catholic, what I have discovered most is that there aren’t many of us in Seattle. As a matter of fact, in 2018, I was 
one of eight in all of the 76 Catholic Schools in the 
Archdiocese of Seattle. For many of my younger 
students, I want them to know that being Catholic 
isn’t synonymous with one specific race and that in 
fact there are Catholics of every color.

Contributor: Gaynell T. Walker

Part 2 in this series will address the challenges of 
working in a Catholic School and Malcolm will share 
who has been his inspiration and biggest influence 
as a Black Catholic.
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AN INTERVIEW



Henriette Delille was born a free woman of color in
New Orleans in 1812. She was a feminist, social
worker, and an educator. She and a friend, Cuban-
born Juliette Gaudin, worked to teach religion to the
slaves, encouraged free quadroon women to select
men of their own class, and encouraged slave couples
to have their unions blessed by the church. In 1835,
Delille sold all of her property hoping to start a
community of Black nuns to teach in a school for free
girls of color. At 24 years of age, Henriette experienced
a religious conversion and proclaimed: “I believe in
God. I hope in God. I love. I want to live and die for
God.” In 1836, Henriette drew up the rules and
regulations for devout Christian women and after a
few failed attempts, the two nuns, along with
Josephine Charles, founded the Sisters of the Holy
Family religious order at St. Augustine's Church in
1842. They expressed their apostolic intentions
through caring for the sick, helping the poor, and
instructing the ignorant of their people, free and
enslaved, children and adults, in the name of Jesus
Christ and the church.

Although their primary work was in the area of
education, Delille made it possible for the order to
build a home for the sick, aged, and poor Black
residents of the city. They took into their home elderly
women who needed care and visitation, and it became
America's first Catholic home for the elderly of its kind
and is recorded in the National Register. The Sisters
heroically cared for the sick and the dying during the
yellow fever epidemics that struck New Orleans in
1853 and 1897. By 1909, the Sisters of the Holy Family
had grown to 150 members and operated parochial
schools in New Orleans that served 1,300 students.
During this period, Louisiana had disenfranchised
most African Americans by raising barriers to voter
registration and it imposed legal segregation of public
facilities including schools. By 1950, membership in
the order peaked at 400. In modern times, its
members serve the poor by operating free schools for
children, nursing homes, and retirement homes in
New Orleans and Shreveport Louisiana; Washington 
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The Courage to Love
THE STORY OF VENERABLE HENRIETTE DELILLE

D.C.; Galveston, Texas; Little Rock, Arkansas, and
California in the United States and a mission in Belize.

In 1988, the canonization process for sainthood began
when Pope John Paul II declared Sister Henriette
Delille a Servant of God. Her cause was endorsed
“unanimously” in 1997 by the United States Catholic
bishops. The steps to sainthood are a servant of God,
venerable, blessed, and saint. Two of the phases,
servant of God and venerable, are complete. Venerable
was decreed by Pope Benedict XVI on March 27, 2010.
The Congregation for the Causes of Saints gave its
formal assent on June 22, 2010, for the
commencement of the cause for beatification with the
declaration of “nihil obstat” (nothing against). In order
for her beatification to proceed, she then needed a
miracle to be confirmed by the Congregation. A
claimed miracle was being investigated in 2005 and by
2017 other miracles attributed to her were under
medical scrutiny. Several others were being
investigated most recently in 2021.

Venerable Henriette Delille is the first United States
native-born African American whose cause for
canonization has been officially opened by the
Catholic Church.

Sources:                                                                                                 
Archdiocese of New Orleans                                                                
Josephite Pastoral Center                                                                    
Sims Library at Southeastern Louisiana University                    
Wikipedia  
                 
Contributor: 
Gaynell T. Walker
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St. Kateri Tekakwitha (1656-1680), also known as the 'Lily of the 
Mohawks,' was born in present-day New York. Her father was a 
Mohawk chief, and her mother was an Algonquin who had been 
converted to the Christian faith by Jesuit missionaries.
When Kateri was four years old, a smallpox epidemic killed her 
entire family and left her partially blind, disfigured, and 
crippled. As she grew up, Kateri longed for the Catholic faith of 
her mother and was very drawn to the missionaries evangelizing 
near her village.

At the age of twenty, she was baptized with the name Catherine 
(which was translated as “Kateri”) after St. Catherine of Siena. 
Her uncle opposed her conversion to Christianity, and as a 
result, she was ostracized by her people and treated harshly.  
When it was clear that her life was in danger,  a priest helped her 
flee to a French Jesuit mission in Montreal, Canada—a journey 
of over two hundred miles on foot and alone. 

There she lived a solitary life of prayer and penance, rejecting an 
opportunity for marriage. Her great sanctity, virtue, and love for 
Christ amazed everyone who knew her.

She was also known as a miracle worker. Kateri died of 
illness at the age of twenty-four. Pope St. John Paul II beatified 
Kateri in 1980 and she was canonized on October 12, 2012, by 
Pope Benedict XVI as the first Native American saint. This came 
following the astounding recovery of a young Lummi boy from 
Washington State who overcame a deadly flesh-eating disease 
while hospitalized at Seattle Children’s. His miraculous healing 
is attributed to St. Kateri’s intercession. Kateri is the patron 
saint of environmentalists, orphans, exiles, and those who are 
ridiculed for their piety. Her feast day is July 14.

All are invited to attend a special Mass honoring the 10th 
anniversary of the canonization of St. Kateri Tekakwitha, also 
known as the “Lily of the Mohawks.” The Mass will be celebrated 
at 11:00 am at St. James Cathedral in Seattle on October 22, 
2022.  Come join our Native sisters and brothers to celebrate 
and honor this saint who is so lovingly connected to the 
Northwest and the miracle that occurred in our midst, and in 
our time!

ST. KATERI TEKAKWITHA
The story of Catholics
“becoming American” 
must include the 
black Catholics who 
launched a movement 
for acceptance within 
their Church in the US. 
One story begins 54 
years ago, on April 4, 
1968, when Martin 
Luther King Jr. was assassinated in Memphis. In the days
following King’s murder, more than 100 cities erupted in
urban uprisings.  Fr. Herman Porter, a Black priest from
Rockford, Illinois, convened the first meeting of the Black
Catholic Clergy Caucus in Detroit. Fifty-eight Black priests
gathered with at least one Brother and Sister religious to
draft the statement that inaugurated a national Black
Catholic Movement. Its provocative opening words were:
“The Catholic Church in the United States, primarily a
white racist institution, has addressed itself primarily to
white society and is a part of that society.”

The priests accused the U.S. Church of complicity with
white supremacy; they demanded that Black people be
given control of the Catholic institutions in black
communities.  This was the time, they said, for Black
Catholics to lead the Catholic Church in the black
community. For “unless the Church, by an immediate,
effective and total reversing of its present practices,
rejects and denounces all forms of racism within its ranks
and institutions and in the society of which she is a part,
she will become unacceptable in the Black community.”

While this was a brave and bold stance, there was an
assumption that Black Catholics are new to the church. 
 There have been Catholics of African descent in the
Americas for as long as there have been Catholics in the
Americas. Cyprian Davis, the pioneering historian of black
Catholics in the United States, identified a Moroccan slave
with a Christian name, Esteban, among the four survivors
of Alvar Nuñez Cabeza de Vaca’s ill-fated odyssey across
the southern coast of North America in 1536. Kongolese
Catholics were among the first enslaved peoples brought
to the British colonies.  Catholicism grew and flourished
among those of African descent and flourished. 
 Nationally the black Catholic population grew from less
than 300,000 in 1940 to nearly one million members by
1975, while its center of gravity shifted from the coastal
South to the industrial North.

Continued on Pg. 8

Catholic



I was baptized in Joppa, Maryland, at Holy Spirit Parish, received first communion, reconciliation, 
and confirmation at Christ the King Church in Flint, Michigan, and was married at St. Therese 
Church, Seattle, WA. This is to say that I am a cradle Catholic. My Catholicism informs me on 
most of what I do – even in ways that may not always seem obvious. But in the spirit of the 
impact of our social identities, intersectionality, and Black Catholic History month happening in 
November, I’d like to share a little of what it means to be Catholic, black and a woman. 
My journey as a Catholic started well before I was born, with my mother. Her mother was from 
Louisiana, where Catholicism had a huge influence and has almost been infused into the soil for 
thousands of years. My mother grew up attending Christ the King Church (CTK) in Flint, a 
predominantly Black church. CTK, started by Father Norman A. Dukette, is steeped in a rich Black 
tradition and is still open and serving the community despite many of the challenges Catholic churches are facing. Father Dukette
was a man who fought tirelessly for civil rights and social justice. He was ordained in 1926, integrating the priesthood in the
Archdiocese of Detroit, and in 1929 founded and pastored Christ the King Parish for 42 years. Born and raised in segregated
America, he faced tremendous racism within society and the Catholic church. His story is indicative of the experience of being
Black and Catholic in America. 
There is a pressure to stand and act for justice that is often not emphasized or expected of my fellow white Catholics. Historically,
and everyday as Black Catholics, we face knowing that our church and our beliefs are contrary to white beliefs. Though both races
follow the same Gospel and rituals, Black folks must constantly negotiate and contend with racism. We feel a sort of betrayal every
time we commit to the Catholic Church, knowing that within the Catholic Church the Gospel has been interpreted to perpetuate
racism. The Catholic Church has minimized or turned a “blind eye” to the suffering of Africans or those of African descent. Even
though racism has been declared as a sin, we know that many pastors sit idly by while their white parishioners actively practice
racism and actively use the bible to maintain white supremacy. This is not exclusive to Catholic churches, but the Catholic Church
is still an internationally unified and organized church.
As a woman, being a part of the Catholic Church has been tricky. There have been real systems that have prevented women from
stepping into leadership. As women we are limited to giving our time, talent and treasure, often in unpaid positions. Holding a
major seat in institutions like the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops or the Vatican is not an option and therefore we
are seeing the same exclusionary practices within the Church. We are often pushed into volunteer roles with little reverence or
respect for our contributions. As we see a mass exodus of people leaving various Christian faiths, many Black people remain
committed, despite receiving very little respect for their faith, traditions, and presence.
Conversely, in being Black Catholics, we continue to celebrate our ancestors. Many of the West African ancestors’ religious beliefs
were maintained under the guise of the saints. You can still see remnants of this in places such as Louisiana, Brazil, and Haiti.
There has been a connection to the many Catholic traditions that have given us a known past to a church that has existed for
thousands of years. This can be very satisfying for a people whose past has been erased in America. Lastly, the images, music, and
love that we pour into our worship is full of life and brings forth a culturally unique experience. Each day when I am challenged by
racism within the Church, my Black faith and fortitude compels me to stay. I remind myself that this is my church, this is my faith,
and I will not give it up for anyone. I stay because this was given to me as a child of God. This is what my Black Catholic faith means
to me.

Contributor: Trisha N. Tinsley, St. Therese Pastoral Council Chair, Instructor and DEI Initiative Lead at International Institute of
Restorative Practices; Justice, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Consultant, US2 Consulting, Inc. and Alumni of Seattle University.
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The Presence of Black Catholics in the Church Today and
Tomorrow

This new online certificate program focuses on the concerns of
Black Catholics and their unique history, traditions, and voice
in the universal Church. The first course in this program begins
on October 17. An early registration discount is available
through September 30.

Sharing Our Distinctive Gift of Blackness with the Catholic
Church.   https://crs.lmu.edu/programs/aac/.  Meet Michael
Howard.  

Feeding Your Mind

A VIEW FROM WITHIN...what it means to be a Black Catholic

The Black Catholic Messenger Show 
The one and only show dedicated to Black Catholic news, 
voices, and commentary. Hosted by Nate Tinner-Williams and 
a rotating cast of co-founders, contributors, and other guests.
https://www.blackcatholicmessenger.com/podcast/

# GodTalk
GodTalk is a groundbreaking project led by the Smithsonian 
National Museum of African American History and Culture 
Center for the Study of African American Religious Life in 
association with Pew Research Center.  
https://www.youtube.com/playlist? 
list=PL9oAGmKpC2PUoDE0LngrXOR_QqCLxs-EJ 

https://crs.lmu.edu/programs/aac/


ST. KATERI PRAYER

O Saint Kateri, Lily of the Mohawks, your love for Jesus, so 
strong, so steadfast, grant that we may become like you. 
Your short and painful life showed us your strength and 
humility. Grant that we may become forever humble like 
you. Like the bright and shining stars at night, we pray that 
your light may forever shine down upon us, giving light, 
hope, peacefulness and serenity, in our darkest moments.
Fill our hearts, Saint Kateri Tekakwitha, with your same love 
for Jesus, and grant us your strength and courage to become 
one like you in Heaven. 
Amen.
St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Walk With Us!
-Prayer by Harold Caldwell
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The information contained in this newsletter is provided by BCAC as a service to its supporters, users, subscribers, and affiliates.  
Although we try to provide quality information, we do not guarantee results obtained from the use of this information.    In no way is 
BCAC is liable to any party for damages, costs of any character including but not limited to direct or indirect, consequential, incidental, or 
other costs or damages, via the use of the information contained in the newsletters.  

Editorial team:  Deborah Tinsley, Chair; Lisa Matchette, Gaynell Walker and Renita Lloyd-Smith.

September 17, 2022 - National Black Catholic Congress will 
hold a 25th Anniversary Pilgrimage to the Mother of Africa 
Chapel. For more information visit 
https://www.nationalshrine.org/event/anniversary- 
pilgrimage-to-our-mother-of-africa/ 

October 22, 2022 - St. Kateri Tekakwitha Mass, 10th 
anniversary of her canonization. St. James Cathedral, Seattle. 

November 2022 - Fr. Tolton Performances

July 20-23, 2023 - National Black Catholic Congress. Gaylord 
Resort & Convention Center. 201 Waterfront St., National 
Harbor, MD 20745. For more information visit 
https://nbccongress.org/event/nbcc-congress-xiii-gathering

UPCOMING EVENTS
Do an early connect with your local Catholic 
school and sign up to volunteer your time.
Give prayerful thought in joining a Catholic 
organization that needs the African American 
perspective.
Show up in person at Mass. You can wear your 
mask and use sanitizer if you choose.
Help plan an elder’s 80th, 90th, 100th, or 100+ 
birthday celebration.
Celebrate your Baptismal date since most 
cannot remember that experience.
Listen to the podcast and video pods suggested 
in this issue of the newsletter.
Make a special effort to welcome new 
parishioners coming into your parish. 
Transitioning from an old to a new parish is 
often difficult. A warm smile and simple 
introduction like, “Hello, my name is…….” could 
be very consoling. And then, after a couple 
weeks seeing them at Mass, and remembering 
their name, give them a list of the different 
ministries in their new parish and ask them to 
sign up for one…or two of them.

Contributor: Deborah Tinsley

WHAT CAN YOU DO

The Black Catholic Movement culminated in 1984 when the 10 black bishops of the US declared that the black Catholic
community in the United States had “come of age.” After more than a decade of activism, scholarship, and struggle, it was
finally possible for black Catholics to be, in their words, both “authentically Black” and “truly Catholic.”

The narrative of Catholics becoming mainstream Americans fails to recognize how the children and grandchildren of European
Catholic immigrants only became American to the extent that they “paid the price of the ticket,” in the famous phrase of James
Baldwin, by becoming white. All of this makes the story of black Catholics even more important; it forces us to rethink what it
has meant to be both Catholic and American.

This article was taken from Smithsonian Magazine, June 2018 and updated with today's relevancy.

BLACK CATHOLIC HISTORY (Continued from pg. 6)
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